
By Phil McIntosh 

 

 Does your family have drama? Have you ever dreaded a family reunion because 
of cousin so-and-so or uncle you-know-who? There are interesting dynamics at play 
within family units. The Norman Rockwell representation is perhaps a combination of 
multiple households, all gathered around a large, well-furnished table, enjoying a 
wonderful meal where people are passing bowls back and forth, discussing their lives, 
and laughing. Families aren’t always as picturesque as that. There are some families 
who get together and have that pie-in-the-sky type of experience, and we should cherish 
those as often as they come. Some families might fight the same fights every time they 
gather. Some families don’t get together at all; they might barely see each other 
through the years. Drama seems to find its way into situations that should otherwise, in 
a perfect world, be loving and comfortable.  

 

 Look outside of your personal family unit and examine another family, one in 
which there was most definitely drama. It was the first family in the Bible. We know 
from revealed scripture that Adam and Eve had many children through the years. We 
were not given information as to how many, their names, or how far apart they were all 
born. What we know is mostly summed up in “After he begot Seth, the days of Adam 
were eight hundred years; and he had sons and daughters” (Gen. 5:4). Quite assuredly 
there was drama within that expansive family unit. However, the point within the family 
timeline for our consideration is found in the first section of chapter four of the book of 
Genesis. Herein we learn that Adam and Eve had two sons, the first named Cain and 
the second named Abel. The scripture tells us the sons lived divergent lives regarding 
their occupational lifestyle, with Cain being a “tiller of the ground” and Abel being a 
“keeper of sheep” (Gen. 4:2). Not much of either of their lives are expressed to us in 
much more detail. In fact, we know how old Adam was when he died and how old Seth 
was when he died, but for Cain and Abel that information has been kept by God. What 
we do know of them is infamous, perhaps even one of the most notable events of the 
Bible known by the world. Cain killed Abel. It was one of the earliest expressions of 
anger in the Bible; and, as such, revealed for us how dangerous unrestrained anger can 
be since it resulted in the first murder in the Bible. What a shame that the first murder 
was within a family unit! The close one who was supposed to keep family safe was 
responsible for spilling blood instead.  

 

 Why did family kill family? We could read Genesis and speculate. We know 
they both gave an offering to God and that Abel’s was accepted while Cain’s was 
rejected (Gen. 4:3-5). We do know (Gen. 4:8) that the two brothers had a conversation 
one day and Cain murdered his brother. That’s it. That’s what we’re told. Perhaps we 
could assume what was discussed, but the easiest course of action would be to read the 
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“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His commandments: 

for this is the whole duty of man.”-Ecclesiastes 12:13 

SERVICE SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS - 9:30 AM 

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10:30 AM 

WEDNESDAY  - 7:00 PM 

www.kcofc.org 



YOUTH LOCK - IN 

Join the fun at our Youth Lock-In on Friday, October 
7th, from 7:00 pm-7:00 am, in the fellowship hall. There 
will be lessons, singing, games, & junk food. Invite your 
friends! If any members would like to help chaperone, 
please see Gaylen or Phil for details. 

Bible. You’ve heard people say that “the Bible is 
its own best commentary” haven’t you? Turn over 
(or open and scroll) to Hebrews 11:4 and 1 John 

3:12b. Perhaps it was jealousy. Maybe it was 
contention and strife from a tense and difficult 
conversation. Regardless the exact impetus, Cain 
overpowered and killed his family.  

 God spoke to Cain after the deed and 
asked him the whereabouts of his brother. We 
know Cain’s (insolent and cold-hearted) answer: 

 

“Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is 

Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know. Am 

I my brother’s keeper?” -Genesis 4:9 
 

Disregard for the moment the tone and 
calloused nature of Cain’s response to God (if you 
can). Look at the content of his contention. The 
Hebrew root for “keeper” is  שםר(shamar). The 
word can be thought of as “keep, guard, preserve, 
watchman, etc.” but is most frequently translated 
as keep. What was Cain saying? He didn’t consider 
himself in any way responsible for his brother. 
His bubble of care and concern began and ended 
at his own nose. What happened to his brother 
didn’t affect him. How cruel and ungodly! 

 Now, millennia later, what does God want 
us to learn from this text? The greatest clue is 
recorded for us by the apostle John: 

 

“In this the children of God and the children 

of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice 

righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does 

not love his brother. 
11 For this is the message that 

you heard from the beginning, that we should love 

one another, 
12 not as Cain who was of the wicked 

one and murdered his brother. And why did he 

murder him? Because his works were evil and his 

brother’s righteous.” -1 John 3:10-12 
 

Earlier in the same chapter John discussed 
how to distinguish the children of the devil from 
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the children of God. He then proceeded to mention a 
specific aspect of life whereby the distinction can be 
observed and expressed- LOVE. If you’ll remember, 
Jesus said that a distinguishing characteristic of 
His disciples would be love (Jn. 13:35). John 
says don’t be like Cain, he didn’t have love. Love is 
from God because God is love (1 Jn. 4:8). Can we 
then conclude that love compels us to care about 
what is happening within the lives of our family? 
The word family here means our church family- our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. We care when they 
hurt, when they struggle, when they are slowly drifting 
away from God, and even when they’ve perhaps 
forgotten that God has saved them from their former 
sins. God’s family shouldn’t “bite and devour” each 
other (Gal. 5:15), but rather be “kindly affectionate…
with brotherly love” (Rom. 12:10). Let us ever look 
for ways to help protect, preserve, provide for, and 
keep our family. 



WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS: 
 

 The workbooks for Quarter 3 are 

available in the foyer.  

Augus� Nurser
 Schedul� 

August Cleaning Calendar 
• May be done any time before the next Sunday. 

• Please consult with your team leader for further questions.  
Thank you! 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21, 2022: 
 

♦ANNOUNCEMENTS: GAYLEN WILLIAMS 

♦1ST PRAYER: ADAM ZAK 

♦SONG: PAUL PORTLEY 

♦SCRIPTURE READING: BRUCE BROWN 

♦SONG: PAUL PORTLEY 

♦SERMON: ANDRÉ PETTAWAY  

♦INVITATION SONG: PAUL PORTLEY 

♦SONG BEFORE COMMUNION: PAUL PORTLEY 

♦COMMUNION:  

  KINGSFORD ASARE & GIANNI GRIFFITH 

♦SONG: PAUL PORTLEY 

♦OFFERING:  

  KINGSFORD ASARE & GIANNI GRIFFITH 

♦CLOSING SONG: PAUL PORTLEY 

♦CLOSING PRAYER: ROGER DEEM 

♦AUDIO/VISUAL: PATRICK SELLERS 

♦SECURITY: BRUCE BROWN & ROGER DEEM  

♦NURSERY:  

  BRENDA SELLERS & NICHOLE WILLIAMS 

   

SCRIPTURE READING 

 

Galatians 3:26-29 

 

“26 For ye are all the children of God by faith 

in Christ Jesus. 
27 For as many of you as have been baptized 

into Christ have put on Christ. 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: 

for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 

seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 
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�AUGUST CALENDAR� 

21-Change can drive begins. 

31-Ladies’ Bible Class, 10:00 am, in the fellowship 
hall. 

�SEPTEMBER CALENDAR� 

3-Men’s Breakfast, 8:30 am, in the fellowship hall. 

4-Fellowship Luncheon following the morning service 
(Kitchen Group #3 will have kitchen duty: Carla 
Heginbotham, Janet Bass, Joyce Brown, Natalie Fisher, 
Beverly Williams, and  Marcella Williams). 

5-Office closed (Labor Day). 

7, 14, 21, 28-Ladies’ Bible Class, 10:00 am, in the fellowship 
hall. 

10-Ladies’ Breakfast & Workday at 9:30 am, in the 
fellowship hall. 

11-Youth Devotional, 5:00 pm, in the fellowship hall. 

Our Speaker Today Is  
André Pettaway 

 
We want to especially welcome our visitors!  

If you are visiting, please fill  out an attendance card 
from the back of the pew directly in front of you, and 
drop it in offering box as you leave.  Thank you for 

your visit and please join us again! 

BIBLE STUDIES AND  
COUNSELING OFFERED 

 

 Bible Studies With Our Preacher Or Elders 
 

 Free Bible Correspondence 
 

 Free Marriage And Family Counseling 
 

To our visitors—Thank you for being 
with us today, and please come 

again! 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

ZACK PETTIES (elder):  zpetties@yahoo.com 

LEE FISHER (elder):  fisherfam79@gmail.com 

PHIL McINTOSH (pulpit ):   

kcofcpreacher@gmail.com  

Office: 254-634-7373 or email us at: kcofc@hotmail.com  

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR MILITARY & D.O.D. 
CIVILIANS IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
-Jessica Rogers is currently deployed to Kuwait.  
-Tracy Wilson’s son, Zane is in the class portion of flight school. 
-Sara Rummel's son, Bryan Johns, is leaving for marine boot 
camp.  
 

PLEASE KEEP THESE MEMBERS & LOVED ONES 
IN YOUR PRAYERS: Amanda Petties’ niece, Carrington, is 
10 years old and has been diagnosed with Hodgkin's lymphoma
-stage 3. She will start chemo right away. 
-Michelle McIntosh’s cousin David’s mother is in the hospital 
in Temple for a seizure. 
-Ken Sellers is in room 512 at Darnell. His bowels are now 
functioning, and he is recovering from pneumonia. 
-Jim Dukes is home from the rehabilitation hospital. Please 
continue to pray for his health and recovery. 
-Donna Hines' husband, Les is feeling better from his Covid 
symptoms. 
-Kevin Rhodes' wife, Tracy, is scheduled for open heart surgery 
on September 2nd. (Kevin Rhodes is the author of "How to 
Study the Bible," that we are studying for our Wednesday 
night Bible study.) 
-James Garner's wife, Tammy, will have surgery soon. 
-Former member, Connie Cruz, was diagnosed with uterine 
cancer, and is recovering from surgery. She will know in a 
couple of weeks what treatment she will need. 
-Josephine Spear’s sister, Patricia, in Detroit may need to 
have her heart shocked.  
 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK & HOME-
BOUND: Judy Wall’s husband (James), Bill Rawlings, 
Michelle McIntosh's cousin (Nikki), Gary & Shirl Foster, 
Rodney Carter’s mother-in-law (Betty Martin), Joyce Brown's 
sister (Janet Simmons) & nephew (Jon-Jon Simmons), 
Willard Jack Dunn, David Hamrick, Tracy Wilson’s mother 
(Ruth Hyde), Temesha Lawal’s mother (Cassandra Watson) & 
step-mother (Stephanie), Jim Dukes & his niece’s husband, 
Martha Chafin, Tim Matter’s brother (Michael), James 
Garner, Josephine Spear & her sister (Rose) & friend (Iris), 
Linda Deem’s nephew, Tanja & Tiffany Arch & Tabnja’s 
aunt, Julia Jones’ cousin (Larry Sanford) & daughter (Judy 
Seales), Amanda Petties' brother (Anthony Allen) & sister 
(Jewel) & her niece (Moneisha Williams), Rufus Brown, 
Marcella Williams & her brother-in-law (Johnnie Milford), 
Martha Bell’s sister, Julie Odum’s mother (Sharon Schmidt), 
Nada Miller, Lois Brown, Cheryl Flores’ brother-in-law 
(Raymond Flores), Billye Hughes, Mary McAnally’s sister 
(Ann Ahrens), Gladys Driver, Archie & Jessie Turner, and 
Linda Walts. Please keep these members & loved ones in 
your prayers as they battle health problems. 
 

CHRISTIAN HOMES & FAMILY SERVICES CHANGE 
CAN DRIVE: Our annual change can drive benefiting 
Christian Homes & Family Services is underway. The change 
cans are located on a table in the foyer and the date to have all 
the cans returned will be October 23rd.  


