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Sheep Keepers- Why Christians Leave the Church 
Shepherd's Notes by Lee Fisher 

 
 

The shepherd drives the wolf from the Chris�ans’ throat, for which the Chris�ans 

thanks the shepherd as his liberator, while the wolf denounces him for the same act as the 

destroyer of liberty. Plainly, the Christians and the wolf are not agreed upon a definition of 

liberty……Abraham Lincoln 

Although President Lincoln was referring to a more tragic event in our nation’s History, 

his point was well made. Liberty some�mes is seen with very different points of view. History 

takes us beyond our natural shortsightedness and pride. It becomes a source of warning, and 

encouragement. I read this, that many members think of the twenty-third psalm as the 

“Shepherd’s psalm.” There is another chapter we could rightly think of as the “shepherds’ 

chapter.” Ezekiel 34:1-6 addresses the responsibility of Israel’s shepherds—to look back on it 

today helps us all see why some Chris�ans leave the church. Some leave because they are 

spiritual sick. The cause of spiritual sickness is not always made known, but members leave 

the Lord because of personal problems, which makes it so hard for them to grow spiritually. 

Thinking back, I have no�ced that it can easily happen to new Chris�ans, it also impacts those 

who have been in the faith for years. 

That’s the nature of sin, it brings sickness, and it always ends in death and if not 

repented of forever being separated from GOD. The word “broken” may indicate a more sudden 

onset of “sickness” The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word 

and at once receives it with joy.
 
But since they have no root, they last only a short �me. When 

trouble or persecu�on comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. (Ma6. 13:20-21) ...” 

Jesus described the seed as the person who “…hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy, but are unable to stand up to life challenges, tribula�on or even persecu�on because 

of the word, and they stumble. Sin is powerful, and it can easily break the spirit of any of us! 

Some leave because they are driven away. All of us in the church have a responsibility 

toward each other to “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gala�ans 

6:2). It is tragic when Chris�ans who have been in the faith for some �me, either use their 

words the wrong way or just do not say anything at all to new and struggling members it may 

drive them away from the body. Ezekiel described them as those who “…have pushed with 

side and shoulder, bu,ed all the weak ones with your horns and sca,ered them 

abroad” (34:21). While thinking their ac�ons are jus�fied, many Chris�ans come under the 

judgment of Christ who said, “Whoever causes one of these li,le ones who believe to stumble, 

it would be,er for him if, with a heavy millstone hung around his neck, he had been cast into 

the sea” (Mark 9:42).  One word of encouragement goes a very long way! 

Also, some leave because they love the world. While this is not specifically men�oned 

by Ezekiel, this truth is shown simply by seeing the a6rac�on that sin must have to those who 

have returned to the sinful world aAer their salva�on
 “ 

If they have escaped the corrup�on of 

the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and are 

overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning” (2 Pet. 2:20).  

Finally, Paul speaks of how evil companions corrupt the godly. Some are not willing to 

seek new friends in His Church. Each of us has a God-given responsibility to the rest of us. 

Whenever you see a brother or sister beginning to stumble, you cannot sit idly by and watch it 

happen. We have the great Shepherd who leads us and watches over us, but we must each 

feel a personal obliga�on to all of those in his body. 

Bro Lee 

Welcome To The Killeen Church of Christ! 
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His commandments: 

for this is the whole duty of man.”-Ecclesiastes 12:13 

SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS - 9:30 AM 

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10:30 AM 

WEDNESDAY  - 7:00 PM 

www.kcofc.org 
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How Do You Eat an Elephant? 

By Phil McIntosh 

 

 Would you even eat an elephant? People eat 
some strange things in this world. I remember hearing 
some years back about a restaurant in Arizona that was 
selling lion tacos (yes, actual lion). This restaurant, 
Boca Tacos y Tequila, has a past menu which included 
such meats as alligator, python, and turtle. The lion 
meat, though, created significant public relations issues, 
and they pulled them from the menu. But what about 
elephant? I looked online briefly and what I found was 
that it was illegal to hunt elephants and illegal to import 
their ivory from Africa to the US. I also read that people 
in Africa do eat elephant meat. It is, reportedly, a 
relatively lean meat with a fat content similar to a pig. 
Elephant meat also is said to be rich in Vitamin B, 
Iron, Potassium, Vitamin C, and Zinc. An article in the 
LA Times said that elephants were being hunted in 
Africa in more recent times more for their meat than 
their ivory tusks!  

 I would like to use the answer to the question 
in our title and apply it to our modern lives. The answer 
to the question, “how do you eat an elephant” is “one 
bite at a time.” The question (and subsequent answer) 
has little to nothing to do with actual elephants or even 
food. The question and answer are formulated in an 
attempt to provide a boost of confidence to someone 
who is burdened with some overwhelming task or 
mission which lay in front of them. Sometimes in life, 
people stand at the foot of a mountain that represents a 
change in career, a struggle through a life-altering 
diagnosis from the doctor, or some other gargantuan 
task which taxes the mind, body, and spirit. How do you 
do it? Where do you even begin? With the first bite.  

 Minimizing a cancer or some other potentially 
terminal disease is not my goal. Trivializing decisions 
regarding one’s career path or future professional 
education won’t be a part of this article. Making 
decisions regarding money or marriage or family 
which might keep one up at night and stress them near 
the precipice of a breaking point aren’t going to be 
included. That being said, none of those situations are 
the hardest task you’ll ever attempt in life. The most 
difficult journey is, coincidentally, also the most 
rewarding and, pointedly, the most important. So what 
is this task? What is this mission which trumps every 
other decision in life? It is the beginning and completion 
of a faithful journey through this world as a Christian 
(2 Tim. 4:7-8). It is the start and the finish of obedient 
subservience and dedication to God, in which the godly 
effort and doctrinal accuracy with which one lives in 
will be commensurate with their eternal destination 
(Matt. 7:21; Jn. 8:31).  

 If you’ll bear with me, allow me an elementary 

statement, wherein I indicate to you that, to end one’s 
life as a Christian, one must obviously become a Christian 
at some point prior to death (2 Thess. 1:8-9). Choosing 
to become a Christian is the single most important 
decision you can make in life. Period. Jesus taught a 
lesson almost 2,000 years ago that rings true still today 
with the ear-numbing blare of an air raid alarm:  

“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole 

world, and loses his own soul?... Do not lay up for 

yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but 

lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves 

do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also.” -Mark 8:36; 

Matthew 6:19-21 

There is no point in amassing, or even appreciating, the 
value of treasure in this world without a solidification of 
your soul’s future destination. Who cares who the 
“Richest Man in the World” is if his soul hasn’t been 
cleansed and dedicated to God? There is a parable in 
Luke 12 wherein Jesus tells us of a man who God calls a 
fool because he was rich in this world, but not in God 
(Lk. 12:20-21). Ensuring that the created being has 
obeyed the gospel and humbled itself to the Being who 
made it is the premier activity with which man can task 
himself (Eccl. 12:13). 

 After one has made a decision to serve God, one 
must also realize that he/she has not yet gained Heaven. 
The Apostle Paul said that he had not yet attained where 
he aimed (Phil. 3:13-14). The task is not complete until 
our breath ceases or the Lord returns from Heaven. We 
must also consider the possibility of weariness, apathy, 
backsliding, and rebellion. There are numerous Christians 
throughout the timeline of the world who have, for one 
reason or another, decided to stop following Jesus. The 
doctrine of “once saved, always saved” is not Biblical; 
it’s not true. Such is a dangerous doctrine, in part, because 
it instills within a person the possibility of investing less 
than your best (or even little to nothing) and still feeling 
“right” with God. That’s not what the Bible teaches. The 
Spirit teaches us that we should continue to improve (2 
Pet. 1:5-8), mature (Heb. 5:12-14), and stand firm (1 
Cor. 15:58) throughout the course of our lives here on 
Earth. Obedience is a word of prerequisite if one wants 
to see Heaven, but it is not alone; the word perseverance 
must accompany it. It is perseverance that is implied 
when the Hebrews writer said we are not of those who 
turn back but “those who believe to the saving of the 
soul” (bold emphasis mine, Heb. 10:39). Belief and 
obedience and beginning are all necessary, but there is 
then a whole life to live before God. The way it is 
accomplished is the same way an elephant is eaten, one 
bite a time (Matt. 6:33-34).  



ORDER OF SERVICE 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023: 
 

♦ANNOUNCEMENTS:  TIM MATTER 

♦1ST PRAYER: REGGIE BASS 

♦SONG: PAUL PORTLEY  

♦SCRIPTURE READING: IVAN MCINTOSH 

♦SONG: PAUL PORTLEY  

♦SERMON: PHIL MCINTOSH  

♦INVITATION SONG: PAUL PORTLEY  

♦SONG BEFORE COMMUNION:  

 PAUL PORTLEY  

COMMUNION:  

 ANDRÉ PETTAWAY  & GIANNI GRIFFITH 

♦SONG: PAUL PORTLEY  

♦OFFERING:  

 ANDRÉ PETTAWAY  & GIANNI GRIFFITH 

♦CLOSING SONG: PAUL PORTLEY  

♦CLOSING PRAYER: BILL RAWLINGS 

♦AUDIO/VISUAL: PATRICK SELLERS 

♦SECURITY: TIM MATTER & ROGER DEEM  

♦NURSERY: NICHOLE WILLIAMS 
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Janua� Cleaning Calendar 
• May be done any time before the next Sunday. 

• Please consult with your team leader for further questions.  

1-TEAM ZACK 

Amanda 

Diedre 

Paul 
Rubye 

 

8-TEAM JAMES 

Kim-Marie 

Xavier 
Jaden 

Kingsford 

Barbara 

 

 

15-TEAM PHIL 

Michelle 

Beverly 

Josephine 

Yvonne 

Lois 

Marcella 

 

22-TEAM LEE 

Natalie 

Derek  
Ken 

Tim 

29-TEAM ROGER 

Patrick  
Brenda 

Linda 

 

 

1-Brend� Seller� 
8-Josephin� Spea� 
15-Nichol� William� 
22-Amand�  Pettie� 
29-Natali� Fishe� 
*Substitut� o� Assis%:  
Victori� Polanc( 

 

Januar) Nurser) Schedul� 

 

*W� ar� i* nee+ o, 
mor� ladie� t( hel- i* 
th� nurser). I, yo1 
woul+ lik� t( b� o* 

th� nurser) lis%, 
pleas� contac% th� 
offic�. Than7 yo1! 

 SCRIPTURE READING 

“Calvinism: Pillar 1” 

Psalm 51:3-7 

 

“3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is 

ever before me. 
4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil 

in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou 

speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 
5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 

mother conceive me. 
6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in 

the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, 

and I shall be whiter than snow.” 

2- LUKE MARTIN 
3 - RUFUS BROWN 

5 - JADEN SEAY 
9 - AL WILSON 

9 - RALPH HUGHART 
18 - BRUCE BROWN 

23 - JODI CULP 
27- TONI MENDEZ 

30 - ALFREDA PETTAWAY 

CHURCH COMMUNICATION: 

Please check your email for the 

Monday Morning Message! 



PLEASE REMEMBER OUR MILITARY & D.O.D. 
CIVILIANS IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
-Tracy Wilson’s son, Zane, is in the class portion of 
flight school. 
-Sara Rummel's son, Bryan Johns, is in  marine boot camp. 
 

PLEASE KEEP THESE MEMBERS & LOVED 
ONES IN YOUR PRAYERS: PRAYER LIST:  
-Lesa Crockett had a second procedure on her knee. 
-Reggie & Janet Bass are recovering from RSV. 
-Sara Rummel’s best friend’s father, Mike Romeo, is 
very ill and may have throat cancer. 
 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR OUR SICK & HOME 
BOUND: Shirley Wooten; Ivan McIntosh’s friend 
(Brandon); Shirl Foster; Alexis Gaither’s father; Creta 
Bales’ cousin (Terry Jackson); Brenda Sellers’ mother; 
Cheryl Flores’ aunt (Joy); David Hamrick; Martha Bell’s 
sister; James Garner & wife (Tammy); Donna Hines’ 
stepmother, sister (Rhonda Miller), & niece (April 
Miller); Bill Rawlings’ & his mother; Beverly Williams’ 
sister-in-law (Cindy Fisher); Jim Dukes & his family; 
former members (David Chapman), (Connie Cruz), 
and (Bobbie Knight); Michelle McIntosh's cousin 
(Nikki); Gary & Shirl Foster; Joyce Brown's nephew 
(Jon-Jon Simmons); Willard Jack Dunn; Tracy Wilson’s 
mother (Ruth Hyde); Martha Chafin; Tim Matter’s wife 
(Elda) & brother (Michael); Josephine Spear, her 
sisters (Rose & Patricia), brother-in-law (Kent), & 
friend (Iris); Linda Deem’s nephew; Tanja, Natasha, & 
Tiffany Arch & Tanja’s aunt; Amanda Petties' sister 
(Jewel), nieces (Carrington & Moneisha Williams), & 
sister-in-law; Rufus Brown; Marcella Williams & 
brother-in-law (Johnnie Milford); Julie Odum’s mother 
(Sharon Schmidt); Nada Miller; Billye Hughes; Mary 
McAnally’s sister (Ann Ahrens); Gladys Driver; Jessie 
Turner; and Linda Walts. 
 

RESPONSE: We rejoice for Rufus Brown, who came 
forward last Sunday to be restored. Please keep him in 
prayer. 
 

YOUTH DEVOTIONAL: Join us today for our monthly 
Youth Devotional, at 5:00 pm, in the fellowship hall. 
Please bring finger foods. 
 

OFFICE CLOSED: The office will be closed tomorrow, 
January 16th, for the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. 
 

LADIES BREAKFAST & WORKDAY: Ladies, join 
us on Saturday, January 21st, at 9:30 am, in the fellowship 
hall. It’s a potluck-bring your favorite brunch dish! 
 

CHURCH BOWLING: There will be a church bowling 
on Saturday, January 21st, 12:00 pm, at Hallmark Lanes 
Bowling Alley. (Everyone’s invited) 

Our Speaker Today Is  
Phil McIntosh 

 
We want to especially welcome our visitors!  

If you are visiting, please fill  out an attendance card 
from the back of the pew directly in front of you, and 
drop it in offering box as you leave.  Thank you for 

your visit and please join us again! 

BIBLE STUDIES AND  
COUNSELING OFFERED 

 

 Bible Studies With Our Preacher Or Elders 
 

 Free Bible Correspondence 
 

 Free Marriage And Family Counseling 
 

To our visitors—Thank you for being with 
us today, and please come again! 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

ZACK PETTIES (elder):  zpetties@yahoo.com 

LEE FISHER (elder):  fisherfam79@gmail.com 

PHIL McINTOSH (pulpit ):   

kcofcpreacher@gmail.com  

Office: 254-634-7373 or email us at: kcofc@hotmail.com  

�JANUARY CALENDAR� 

 

18,25-Ladies Bible class at 10:00 am in the fellowship 
hall. 

16-The office will be closed for the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. holiday. 

18-Singing Class at 6:00 pm, in the auditorium. 

21-Ladies breakfast & workday at 9:30 am in the 
fellowship hall. (Brunch Potluck) 

21-Church bowling, 12:00 pm, at Hallmark Lanes. 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 

RECORD OF  JANUARY 8, 2023 

BIBLE CLASS                               59 

ATTENDANCE:                               108 

CONTRIBUTION:                    $4,686.10 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2023 

ATTENDANCE:                            43 


